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dictated its terms: in every town of the kingdom the
Venetians were given a quarter of their own and all the other
privileges possessed by their rivals. So the conflict for trade
became more intense. These Italian city-states added materi-
ally to the strength and resources of the kingdom and by
their naval victories secured the whole of its western flank.
On the other hand, by their bitter rivalries they seriously
impaired its unity, and by the selfishness of their commercial
interests they contaminated the pure sources of the crusading
movement, using it to serve their own particular ends.

Yet all the rival interests had one thing in common : the
desire to defend what they had won and to add to their gains.
The line of the Jordan formed a natural boundary for Pales-
tine, and it was rarely passed. But Syria was only partially
occupied by the Christians. Such important towns as Damas-
cus and Aleppo remained in Moslem hands, and the county of
Tripolis, awarded to Raymond of Toulouse, was not conquered
until 1109. The northern State, Edessa, was in the most
precarious position of all, stretching with ill-defined frontiers
eastward beyond the Euphrates. Forming a salient into
Moslem territory it was strategically important, though
difficult to defend. Unfortunately there was no proper
co-ordination even in the military sphere. But to all the
States alike military strength was of the first importance,
and in the kingdom of Jerusalem this was recognised by the
fact that the military service of the tenants-in-chief was not
The Military confined to the conventional forty days. Church lands were
Orders not liable to military service, but the Church made its own
contribution to the fighting forces by the creation of the two
great Military Orders, the members of which combined
obedience to the monastic vows with the duty of fighting the
infidel. The Knights Templars, so-called from the contiguity
of their house to the site of Solomon's temple, were formed
with this purpose in 1108. The community of the hospital
of St. John of Jerusalem imitated their example six years
later, and became the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem
(Knights Hospitallers). In the early years they were a
valuable addition to the defence of the country. Famous
castles, such as Krak des Chevaliers, attest their skill in
military architecture. Their wealth and military efficiency
attracted recruits from the West, and they were able together